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A New Day at the 41st Symphony Designers Showhouse Pays Off Big with National Award
 
Kansas City, MO – Last fall a small seed planted among four Symphony volunteers meeting in a suburban living room quickly sprouted into a big idea; to make it a NEW DAY at the 41st Symphony Designers Showhouse in Kansas City.  After hundreds of hours of work by volunteers and designers alike to implement these changes, came the huge payoff, winning the National Award of Excellence from the League of American Orchestras, also popularly known as the Gold Book Award, the highest honor given to a symphony-associated volunteer project.
 
“It was a New Day at the showhouse!” asserted Living Large host, local designer and blogger Karen Mills who acted as design chair for this project “Designers and volunteers alike quickly caught our vision and joined together to create the most beautiful home whose design effortless flowed from room to room. No wonder local media touted this year’s showhouse as the best ever!” 
 
“Things that made the difference were a result of looking at our project in a new and creative way, making changes and expanding our visibility in the community through collaboration.  The focus on children with Sunday Sundaes, the resource room, the video and Face book page, our Program Book and community outreach all put KCSA in a position to win.” touted Symphony Designers Showhouse president Marti Miller.  In the Resource Room patrons got a rare opportunity for free design consults by showhouse designers using designer only fabrics or wallpapers and on the Face book fan page, fans eagerly kept tabs on the progress of each room through updated photos and comments. 
 
 “Its amazing to think what can result from a conversation started between friends.” stated Mills.  “ I’m so proud of Marti Miller (Pres.), Ruth Cousins (showhouse VP) and Linda Mitchell (showhouse VP) for what they’ve accomplished, plus the other volunteers and designers who joined us in the pursuit of excellence.” For more information about the showhouse, go to kcsymphonyalliance.org. For more information about Karen Mills, go to karenmills.net and for more information about Living Large, go to livinglargeshow.com
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